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As Training and Special Projects Manager for the Washington State Governor’s Office of 
Indian Affairs (GOIA), Gordon is a co-developer of the curriculum and has led GOIA’s Government-
to-Government Training since 2000. Gordon has provided Government-to-Government Training for 
over 25,000 administrators and staff of state and federal agencies, non-profit organizations, city 
and county governments, colleges and universities, public school districts, and others. Other 
works include such varied projects as coordinating a Native student education gap study; co-
developing training for effective relationship-building between clean energy projects and Tribes 
with reserved rights within the Washington State boundaries; or leading virtual meetings of the 
state agency Tribal Liaison Collaboration Workgroup. 

Gordon previously served eight years as Chairman of the Skokomish Tribal Council. He led 
long-term strategic planning and policy development that more than doubled tribal employment; 
re-acquired hundreds of acres of tribal lands while massively expanding housing infrastructure; 
secured multimillion-dollar funding to expand tribal commerce; and successfully fought for 
mitigation of historical non-tribal environmental damages to the Skokomish River and tribal lands. 
Gordon continues to serve as a Skokomish Gaming Commissioner. 

Gordon James served nine years as Education Director for the Squaxin Island Tribe - 
administering and expanding the Tribe’s K-12, ABE/GED, vocational and higher education services; 
reorganizing and expanding afterschool and summer youth activity programming; and developing 
the Tribe’s commercial childcare facility into a state-certified early learning program as a 
department within the tribal government.  

As a consultant Gordon has provided training and technical assistance to successfully 
address varied social, cultural, governmental and organizational needs of hundreds of Native and 
non-Native governments, organizations and communities throughout the United States, Canada, 
and the Territory of Guam. 
 


